Andover Town Football Club est. 2013

Saturday 29th October 2022
Wessex League Division 1

Andover Town v Fleet Spurs
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Andover Town Football Club was formed in 2013 by Andover and Sparsholt Colleges.

Its aim was to return football to the Portway Stadium, by providing:
1. Ateaching and coaching venue for the Andover College Football Academy

CIUb Ma nagement 2. Aplaying venue for the Southampton (Sparsholt) Second Chance Academy pro-
Structure gramme

3. Asenior Football side which would provide an opportunity for talented acade-
Manager—Ron Bertie my players to further develop within an adult setting, whilst  providing further

. opportunities for local players to play at the highest possible level
Assistant Manager—Gerwyn

Griffiths
Coach—Kieran Stockwell-

Smith

4. A pathway for young people from 6-19 which enables them to identify both

playing and studying opportunities within Andover

Sports Therapy—Caroline &

The club finally moved into the stadium in December 2013 and, after an abortive
Darren Cross start due to the weather, played its first competitive game in the newly refurbished
Portway Stadium beating Team Solent 4-0 in front of a crowd of 161. Success in our
first year was beyond that we could have hoped for, including witnessing a crowd of
over 300 for our early March fixture with Andover Lions in the Andover Open Cup. In
addition, a number of Sparsholt Saints Academy scholars appeared within the Ando-
ver Town Senior side over the last few years with Adam Grange following in the
footsteps of Charlie Gunson, becoming Andover Town’s second player to represent

England at an international level.

Andover enjoyed their most successful year since their formation in 2017/18. The
new season opened with a 6-1 home league win against Bemerton Heath Harle-
quins. The club then progressed on an unbeaten run in the league of

16 games, finally losing 3-0 at Alresford Town on 8th November. Whilst their cup
encounters didn't fare as well - after two wins in the F.A. Cup, including beating
Southern League, Wimborne Town after a replay, before losing at home to Cadbury
Heath from Bristol. Then a quick exit from the F.A.Vase losing to Horndean after
extra time. Half way through the season after 21 games, the club were riding high at
the top of the table. By the end of the season with two matches left, the club

clinched promotion to the Southern League West division, for the first

N

time in their short history.
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Most Appearances—Alex

Dockree 166
W
h

i
Top Goalscorer—Josh Bertie 71
(in 116 appearances)

e

The season also saw us achieve the most goals scored (116) since our formation in
2013 and the most points in a season (99) plus of course the highest ever finish as
runners up (second place) in the Sydenhams Wessex Premier league. The club won
the final of the Russell Cotes Cup beating AFC Stoneham 1-0. The club won "Club of
the Month" twice during the season - August & October 2017. Another success for
the 2017 / 18 season, for the second year in succession, our Portway groundsman
Chris White was been nominated for the National FA Groundsman of the Year
awards, representing the entire Wessex League (i.e. best Wessex League grounds-

man) and, of course Andover Town Football Club.

The loss of playing staff and the management team meant 2018/19 was built around
trying to establish the foundations for future success. A difficult year resulted in
Andover finishing second from bottom but progressing to the semi-finals of the And-
over Open Cup. Further changes during the summer with the introduction of some
new faces on the field provided renewed optimism that the club will be on the rise
again very soon. This led to a much improved performance during the curtailed
2019/20 season although when the league was finished due to the pandemic, the
club were mid-table. Nevertheless, it was a step in the right direction and this opti-
mism continued in the first part of the 2020-21 season, challenging for top position
and progressing to the quarter-finals of the League cup. The season was halted in
November for another lockdown and when the league and cup resumed, Andover’s
form slumped losing three quick games in succession before the season was paused
again with the club fighting for a top four position but having been deposed from
the league cup convincingly by US Portsmouth. Sadly, the season was again curtailed

with Andover in 6th place.

In 2021/22, Andover made significant strides, going top of the league in the Autumn
after a 16 game winning streak. It looked like Town would be serious title contend-
ers and, at the very least, play off certainties. However, in juries in the final few
months crippled the side and a loss of form saw Town end the season one place

outside the playoffs and facing another year in Wessex 1.



LIKE US

facebook.com/andovertownfc

, TWEET US

@andovertownfc



SOFT TISSUE THERAPY

How can we help you¥?

We treat muscle and joint pain or dysfunction from sports injuries and everyday
ife. We can also help with conditions such as sciafica, diabetes, 183, arthrifis,
high blood pressure, carpal tunnel, post-surgery scar fissue, and more.

v Alleviate muscle pain & fightness v Irnprove blood flow and circulation
v  Increase makility in the joints v’ Promote flexikility
v Speed up muscle recovery v et back to full strength

Visit our clinic at The Portway Stadium

Contact Us CROSS

A, 07402274 449 MASSAGE
THERAPY

@ info@crossmassagetherapy.co.uk

@ www_crossmassagetherapy.co.uk %
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CAN YOU HEAR ME?

& ey Kick Off
Sundays 2pm-4pm

The Wessex Football League Show is the official podcast of the Wessex Football League. We are on air
live from Awaaz 99.8FM studios & simultaneously on Fiesta 95FM based in Southampton from 14:00
to 16:00 every Sunday and you can also listen live on www.awaazfm.co.uk from anywhere in the

world. You can listen back again from the following link https://awaazfm.co.uk/listen-back/wessex-
football-league/

Our aim is to promote all local football but specifically the 40 teams of the Wessex Football League.
So far, we have had managers, chairpersons, players, press officers and secretaries joining us as studio
guests, and via zoom and phone guests from many Wessex Football League clubs, as well as guests
from local teams both higher up and lower down the pyramid. This is your show and is a platform for
your club to promote its events and raise its profile. If your club produces post-match interviews,
please either email us a copy of the audio or

give permission for us to play them on air straight from your website or social media sites, as we will
aim to play them on the show.

Please come and join us one Sunday, we do have access to the two studios so it is easy to
accommodate guests in the studio, for more information please email gregdickson94@gmail.com or
cliffpledge@hotmail.com
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o1/11/*22—Home v Hamble
(League Cup)
05/11/22—Away v Verwood
Town

12/11/22—Away v Newport
19/11/22—Home v Amesbury

Town

Saturday 29 October

Premier Division

AFC Portchester v Hamble Club
AFC Stoneham v Shaftesbury

Bemerton Heath H'quins v Al-
resford Town

Brockenhurst v Horndean
Christchurch v U.S. Portsmouth
Cowes Sports v Bournemouth
Fareham Town v Moneyfields

Hythe & Dibden v Portland Unit-
ed

Laverstock & Ford v Baffins Mil-
ton Rovers

Pagham v Blackfield & Langley
Division One

Amesbury Town v Romsey Town
Andover Town v Fleet Spurs
Downton v East Cowes Victoria
Folland Sports v Verwood Town

Hamworthy Recreation v Ando-
ver New St

New Milton Town v Whitchurch
United

Newport (loW) v Ringwood
Town

Petersfield Town v Fawley AFC

Totton & Eling v Millbrook

Tuesday 1 November
Dorset Senior Cup First Round

Portland United v Hamworthy
Recreation

Shaftesbury v Gillingham Town

Verwood Town v Hamworthy
United First

Wessex League Cup Third
Round

Andover Town v Hamble Club
Brockenhurst v AFC Stoneham
Premier Division

Baffins Milton Rovers v Alres-
ford Town

Horndean v Fareham Town
Division One

Fleet Spurs v Andover Town
Folland Sports v Fleetlands
Petersfield Town v Ash United
Wednesday 2 November

Portsmouth Senior Cup Second
Round

Royal Navy F.A. v Moneyfields



THE WESSEX FOOTBALL

MEANS
NO SIN BIN

TheFA

£ RESPECT
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Wessex League Preview

The rather unusual FA Vase draw gave thirteen Wessex League sides the
chance to progress but sadly, on the day, only four were able to move in
to the Second Round Proper.

Pride of place goes to Andover New Street who travelled to Somerset and
Western League Premier Division One Side Street and won 5-1 after going
behind in the fifth minute. Matt Scott and Shane Lock put them 2-1 up at
the break and two goals from Ross Cook and one from Scott Hassell made
it five after ninety minutes.

All four wins were away from home with Laverstock & Ford [pictured left]
winning 3-0 at Bradford Town; the regular names of Russ Jones, Archie
Lovegrove and Chae Sykes on the scoresheet to secure their first appear-
ance in the Second Round- while Shaftesbury went through 4-3 on penal-
ties after a goalless draw at Western League Oldland Abbotonians. Cowes
Sports completed the quartet when they put their poor League away
form to one side and won by the best of three goals in Middlesex against
Rayners Lane, John McKie scoring both goals after they had been behind
at the break.

AFC Portchester, so outstanding in the League, went down 3-2 at home to
Phoenix Sports with Brett Pitman scoring both goals, while not too far up
the road Horndean, the home side, ahead at the break through Rudi
Blankson, conceded two second half goals to Sussex visitors Bexhill Unit-
ed. AFC Stoneham led Fisher by two goals to one deep in to stoppage
time but a last ditch equaliser was sent the game into penalties with Fish-
er winning 5-3 meaning the goals from Jim Orvis and Lewis Nagle in nor-
mal time were to no avail. Portland found Hellenic League leaders Cribbs
too strong in Bristol, going down 4-2 with Franklyn Clarke and Liam Sayers
on the scoresheet while one goal gave Ascot United victory at Newport.
Bemerton Heath Harlequins faced a long ride home from Devon after a 2-
0 defeat at the hands of Cullompton Rangers while another single goal
gave Sporting Bengal victory at Pagham.

Blackfield & Langley are still struggling for victories and lost 3-1 at Ken-
nington — Callum Hockton the scorer - and Southern Combination League
leaders Broadbridge Heath scored five without reply at Whitchurch.

ATFC
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Fleet Spurs

Fleet Spurs Football Club started in 1948, shortly after Wor
playing friendly matches in the Fleet and Aldershot area. G
Engineers, Royal Artillery, Royal Army Service Corps, Parac
holds that Fleet Spurs FC was formed as a reaction, or an al
professional" Fleet Town FC. The purpose was to provide a
strong social environment.

The first club badge was a cockerel on a ball, and was the s
stars of English football at the time. The Fleet Spurs cocke
sons ago when the London club threatened legal action if t
might triumphed, and a new logo was designed. Sadly, bul
were black and white, similar to Tottenham’s navy & white
stripes, like AC Milan, and eventually to the present dark bl

In 1951, Fleet Spurs FC joined the Aldershot and District Le:
leagues, winning many honours along the way, notably beg
four times. In 1991 they joined Hampshire League Division
League teams - the Reserves and the A & B teams.

Up until 1997, the club had played at various grounds in thé
tablished a home at Kennels Lane in Southwood, part of ne
team was promoted to Hampshire League Division 2 and beca

O

ex League
aid. This necessitated
S
e the Hampshi
lub members. Ove

The Club were relegated back into Division One in 2013-14, having remained there since with a number of
mid-table finishes. In 2017-18, the Youth section was added to the club, with four teams now playing under
the Downton badge, ranging from Under 12’s to Under 18’s. The club remains committed to building out a
Senior and Youth squad for the area to be proud of, with the aim of having a full range of 10 youth clubs over
the next few years.




Match Report

Andover Town 2—1 Ringwood Town




THE WESSEX FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Anti-Racist Notice

The use of unacceptable language is prohibited anywhere within the
club facilities or on the pitch.

Any Racist or Discriminatory comments related to Gender, Sexuality,
Disability, Racial Origin, Ethnicity or Religion by Players, Spectators, or
Officials must be reported to the Club, Referee or League who are
required to take the appropriate action.

This includes any comments made on a Social Media platform.

Any infringement of the above may first be dealt with by the relevant
F.A. then by the league under Rule 4.2 & Rule 17. If you are unsure or
would like guidance; contact the league’s Race Relations and Youth
Protection Officer.

IF YOU HEAR IT OR SEE IT, REPORT IT.
THE DO-NOTHING OPTION DOES NOT EXIST.

Failure to display this sign is subject to a £50 fine.

By order of The Wessex League Management Board.



STAT ATTACK

LEADING GOALSCORERS - LEAGUE GAMES ONLY
PREMIER DIVISION DIVISION ONE

Brett Pitman  AFC Portchester 12 | Luke Stone New Milton Town
Reece Rusher Bemerton Heath Harlequins 12 | Ross Cook Andover New Street
Eder Batista  Christchurch [five on]

Details are based on clubs being up to date with records on Full Time at time of going
to press and may or may not include League goals from this weekend.

PREMIER DIVISION Top three league attendances

AFC Portchester v Bemerton Heath Harlequins 552 4 October

AFC Portchester v Cowes Sports 384 2 August

Fareham Town v Bemerton Heath Harlequins 351 15 October
Top three league attendances

Andover Town v Whitchurch United 192 16 August

Downton v Amesbury Town 165 16 August

Andover New Street v  Fleetlands 153 2 August

PREMIER DIVISION

Sharpest Attack Meanest Defence League Goals this week
Bemerton Heath Harlequins 45 Horndean 3

AFC Portchester 34 AFC Stoneham 9 1 2
Horndean 27 [two on] 11

Sharpest Attack Meanest Defence League Goals this week
New Milton Town 45 Andover New Street 11

Downton 39 Andover Town 12 2 6
Newport IOW 30 [twoon] 13

POINTS PER GAME - TOP THREE

PREMIER DIVISION DIVISION ONE

AFC Portchester 3.000 Newport |IOW 2.625
Horndean 2.667 Andover New Street 2.556
Bemerton Heath Harlequins 2.545 Andover Town 2.100

GOALS PER GAME - TOP THREE

PREMIER DIVISION DIVISION ONE
Bemerton Heath Harlequins 4.091 Newport IOW 3.750
AFC Portchester 3.400 Downton 3.250
Horndean 3.000 New Milton Town 3.214
HAT TRICK Braydon Douglas for Hamble in midweek against Fleetlands, and Blackfield have
HEROES 4 two, Sam Woodward (who was a four-bagger) and Charlie Rattley, both got theirs in

the midweek win over Sway. One on the Saturday where Ollie Davies hit a first half
THIS WEEK hat trick for Downton in their win over Romsey Town.




